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Alison Pink: Ceramic Creatures
By Trish Hall

TALK and DEMO
26th January 2024

If it walks, swims or flies, Alison is passionate about immortalising it in
clay. Her studio is at her home where she also runs workshops teaching
this technique. She also tutors residential short courses at West Dean
College in Sussex.
Alison was a wonderful demonstrator, very funny,
very skilled and she kept her audience enthralled with
her chat and her methods. She told us when at 2 and
half years old she jumped out of a window thinking
she could fly like Superman - her injuries were such
her parents had to keep her close and keep her

adventurous spirit contained! Her dad was a creator and her mum
an artist so there was plenty to keep her amused.
Alison knew from a young age that animals were her ‘thing’ and all her
professional life has been animal based; from Veterinary Practice to
lecturing in anatomy and physiology at Agricultural College. This work
left her with a sound knowledge of animal structure and movement.
Handling and training a HUGE variety of creatures led her to work in
the film and TV industry during the long teaching vacations.
After guidance from the wonderfully inspirational James Ort at his
Phoenix Studio, Alison found the perfect environment to work in.
Alison built a goat and a sheep’s head as part of her demonstration -
she uses an armature for the base of the animals and builds around it,
with textured clay cut to a shape and form that fits the animal structure.
The armature is made from papier maché and straws which are left in
the model to burn off in the kiln. Alison adds detail by imprinting texture
using random items - lace, shells, braid, rubber stamping, to just odd
bits she finds and keeps until they are useful. Her process is quick and
very exact and she is extremely skilled in getting the right piece for the
right area. A great pleasure to watch. www.alisonpink.co.uk

Isobel Cherry: Chesham Leys Care HomeDEMO & WORKSHOP
10th January 2024

At the end of last year a request came in via our website for someone to give a
pottery demo at a local care home. BPSS member Isobel Cherry kindly took up
this challenge.

The pottery demonstration and workshop at Chesham Leys Care Home went
very well. Fleur, the Activities Co-ordinator, was very welcoming and had set up
a light, attractive area for us to work. There were 5 residents who took part and
another who couldn’t take part but came to watch and was very interested. The
residents all enjoyed being in the group activity. They particularly enjoyed looking
at my glaze chart and choosing the two glazes for the inside and outside of their
pot.

I demonstrated how to make a thumb pot and then helped them to make their
own. They found the small ball of clay quite heavy and some of them said the
clay was cold. They all needed a lot of help except one lady called Jackie who
really managed quite well and thoroughly enjoyed it.

They are looking forward to seeing them and keeping them when they are
glazed.



OntheeveningofFriday23rdFebruary
ona‘datenight’withmywife,ourafter-
dinnerentertainmentwasseeingthe
first showinthe2024tourbyKeith
BrymerJoneswithhiswife,actress
MarjHogarthat theWatersideTheatre
Aylesbury.Keith’searly life inFinchley
wasspentwithmum,dadanda
psychoticoldersister.AsachildKeith
foundsomeclay inastreamandmade
smallpots,asyoudo.With
encouragement fromdad, theyfired
themonthebonfire,Keithwasamazed
at theremarkablemetamorphosis from
softclay tohardbowl.

Atsecondaryschool theart teacher
introducedKeith to thewondersofclay
andfromthatmomentheknewthat
claywasgoingtobepartofhis life.A
schoolmuseumtripwherehesawan
inspiringfilmof IsaacButtonworkingat

SoilHillPotteryhelped toreinforcebecomingapotterasacareer
option.Asanolder teenagerKeithwasafrontmanvocalist fora
band.After leavingschoolKeithgothis firstpottery jobasan
apprentice,athis interview,hefoundhimself talkingtoapairof
shoesstickingout fromunderneathacar thatwasbeingfixed.So
hedidn’tget toseehisbossesuntilhis firstMondaymorningonthe
job!This jobmeantcommutingfromFinchleytoHarefield three
hourseachwayuntilhe learnt todriveandthenhisbossesgave
himhis firstcar.Keithspentanumberofyears there learningthe
tradeofaproductionthrower.

Keith’sbossesknewa
numberofdodgy,nefarious
characterswhowouldvisit the
pottery fromtimetotimeand
scarethe ‘bejesus’outofhim
with theirantics.

Someyearsafter the
companymovedtoScotland
with theencouragementofagrant.Theysubsequentlybecame
TheTainPottery,northof Inverness.At this timeKeithsetuphis
ownstudio inLondon.Hereceivedanoccasionaldeliveryofclay
fromhisoldbosses inScotland,sentdownonafish lorryoffloading
salmontoBillingsgate.Keith’sbusinessventuregrew,sellingto
JasperConran,Habitatandotherswithordersconstantly
increasing.Keithalsobegantoteachinhisstudio,employothers
andasthebusinessgrew,startedusingapottery inChinatomake
hisdesigns.

JumpingaheadtoThrowdown,whichwe’veallprobablywatched
andenjoyedover the last fewyears,bringsKeith’s journeyupto
date.Sowhat’snextafter thissecondtourof theUK?More
Throwdownthat’s forsure,aswellas forthcoming,soontobe
filmedC4seriesentitled ‘WelcomeToMyGrandWelshChâteau’
orsimilar.Thiswill featureKeithandMarj renovatingtheirhome,
ChapelSaleminPwllheli,Wales,whichwill includeanew, large
potterystudio.After thisanewapprenticeshipschemefor those
with talent thatneedahandupthe ladderofopportunity,arebirthof
theBritishCraft industry in themaking,showingKeith’spassionfor
theartandcraftofclay.

Keith Brymer Jones
By Robert Tasker

Visit
23rd February 2024

Rosie gave us an enthusiastic
introduction to herwork, followedby a
demonstration and a hands-on session
for us to have a go.
Rosie first startedmaking3Dobjects by
makingpapiermaché items at GCSE
level.When she first saw felted animals
shewas inspired andbought a kit. This
was during lockdown inNovember
2020, so she learnt on a Zoomsession.

Rosie quickly becameobsessed. She loved the creative
possibilities and startedmakingpresents for her friends.
She finds feltmaking very therapeutic andgreat for stress
relief. She nowalso sells in stalls.
Feltmaking requires a special felting
needlewhich has barbednotches. A
fast ʻstabbingʼ action is required to
turn thewool into felt. It takes a lot of
patience and skill to turn it into the
desired shapes. Various natural wools
can be used - synthetics are not as
nice. Treated feltingwool can be
ordered online.
Rosieʼswork is inspired by nature and life, often including
a socially conscious narrative. She also likes putting
humour into herwork. She prefersmakingpeople but
finds they don t̓ sell aswell as animals.

For Rosie the beauty of feltmaking
is that it can be easily combined
with othermaterials e.g. air drying
clay. She loves experimenting. For
the solid features, shewaxes the
woolwhichmakes itmore rigid.
She is a hoarder and loves finding
bits for herwork in charity shops.
Once, whenpreparing for an
imminent show she came across a
disastrous problem, one that is
dreadedby all feltmakers - amaggot emerged from the
head of one of her pieces!Moths love the lanolin inwool.
Rosie panicked andquickly became verymeticulouswith
keeping herwork andmaterialsmoth free. She nowkeeps

them in tightly closed containers
and keeps a beady eye open for
moths!
Rosieʼswork is fascinating and she
manages to do some very intricate
ʻdrawingʼwith colouredwools.
Rosiewill be taking part in BucksArt
Weeks this year.

Rosie Davies: Needle Felted Sculpture
By Yvonne Cornes

TALK and DEMO
23rd February 2024

“If youheara voicewithinyou say ‘you cannot paint’ thenbyallmeans paint, and that voicewill be silenced.”VincentVanGogh



Remember this fromtheDecembernewsletter?
Herearesomeof thecoilpots
whichhavenow beenfired! If
youhaveanypiecesyou’ve
startedatoneofourworkshops
whynotsendusanimageof the
finishedpieceandletusknow
whichworkshopit is from.We
would lovetoseethem!

Lots of fun and variety at the
November meeting,

where Holly showed us
how to make funky coiled
bowls, helped along with

mulled wine and mince pies!

by Jane Ostler
Holly InglisCoiling Workshop

24th November 2023

Update:
Coiling Workshop last November

Jane OstlerPaula Sutton Trish Hall

Michele Greene - 8pm 31st May 2024
Michele uses a wide range of materials,
incorporating found and recycled objects into her
work. In her figurative pieces, her interest lies in
capturing the life and emotions of her subject
using narrative and storytelling to provide a
snapshot of a situation. Her love for wildlife aims
to capture a moment in time of the animal.

Varvara White- 8pm 26th April 2024
Varvara uses traditional forming methods to
create her metal sculptures. Exploring and
experimenting with different ways of using this
versatile material and its wonderful qualities to
transform it into original pieces of art.

Up & coming Meetings

From New Zealand! Canterbury Pottery Society November 2023 Exhibition
By Yvonne Cornes
I was inNewZealand on theweekendof our BPSSAnnual

Exhibition last November.

By an amazing coincidence therewas the local
ʻCanterbury Pottery Societyʼ exhibition inChristchurch on

the sameweekend! It was on just for the Saturday.

It differed from the BPSS exhibition in that it was
summertime there and for this reason it is always an

outdoor event! There is no pre-booking for the potters as
they just turn up, bringing their own tables to set up on

themorning of the event. The garden outside the
societyʼs premises is big enough to cater forwhoever

turns up. There is just one fee and all the proceeds go to
the potters.

It was a beautiful day, very pleasant under the trees away
from the sun. The standard ofworkwas pretty goodbut, I
don t̓ think it was quite as good as Bucks Potters! I came

awaywith a cute little pot.

You Tube Recommendations
From Paula Sutton
Paula has kindly recommended twodifferent YouTube channels for you to check out. A greatway to find newartists andbe
inspired.
The first isCeramic ReviewMasterclass, which is a channel showing a series of short 6-10minute videos ofmostly UKbased
potters explaining their working process.
The second isARToneMINUTE, which is a series of 2minute long slideshows, each concentrating on thework of a famous
ceramic artist, e.g. JohnMaltby,Mary Rogers, HansCoper, Ladi Kwali, Michael Cardewandmany others fromaround theworld.



About the Society The Society was formed in 1963 and
welcomes all artists working in 3D. Individual membership costs
£25 per year, family membership is £35 and full-time student
membership is £10. Membership provides access to monthly
demonstrations, several hands-on workshops and a quarterly
newsletter. Members can add their profile and a few images of
their work to the Members' Gallery on our website
www.buckspotters.com. Our Facebook page is 'Bucks
pottery and sculpture society' and we are on Instagram as
'buckspotters'.
The Committee The Committee meets regularly to develop
the programme, organise the Annual Exhibition and review
costs. If you find a good speaker who could demonstrate to the
Society, please do tell us. Also, if you have ideas you would like
to raise with us, please do so at the monthly meeting or email
hlinglis@gmail.com.
GDPR information The information provided on your
membership form will be used solely for the purpose of
processing your membership and dealing with you as a
member of BPSS. The data will not be shared with any third
party for marketing or commercial purposes without obtaining
your explicit consent. Our GDPR policy is available to read on
the BPSS website.

Your BPSS
Website We have a Members Gallery on the BPSS
Website for members who wish to upload their work.
To set up your own page contact our webmaster Adam
Hoyle on: adam@adamhoyle.co.uk and he will get you
started. Once you have your gallery set up, you can add
photos to the gallery directly or from Instagram by tagging
the images #bpss. The website checks twice daily for new
Instagram images and shows the 3 most recent ones.

We have agreed a 5% discount for all BPSS
members with CTM Potters Supplies.
When ordering you will need to phone and say you
are a member of BPSS and give your name.
They will then check against the list of names (no
contact details) that we have sent.

CTM Potters Supplies
5% Members Discount!

New Members
A warm welcome to our new members Robert King and
Madalyn Baskerville

Madalyn Baskerville I started ceramics
evening classes when my children were a bit
older, I’ve now been a�ending for over 6 years. I
haven’t found my ‘thing’ yet - I enjoy it all! Lately
I’ve been experimen�ng with encaus�c �les,
similar to those made locally in the Chilterns in
the C14th. I’m also currently working on a
sculpture of my pet miniature Schnauzer!

Two exhibitions at Discover BucksMuseum thatmay
be of interest to BPSSmembers are:

Whatʼs On at Bucks Museum

This Fractured Land
30thMarch - 7th July 2-24
A fascinating exhibition
where five contemporary
visual artists explore the
changing landscape of
England fromdifferent
perspectives.

CaraGordon
Exhibition opens 25thMay2024
Muir Trust Artist-in-Residence from8th April - 10thMay.
CaraGordon is a Belfast basedportrait artist who creates
unique portraits using collage and charcoal.

Check it out:discoverbucksmuseum.org

“Whenyou slowdown enough to sculpt, you
discover all kinds of things younevernoticed

before.” KarenJobe


